A  LESSON IN FRSXCH
wasps' nest.   We must put the wasps to sleep, dig out
the nest and put it into the oak."
" By thunder ! " cried Jonah. " The very thing/'
He glanced at his watch. " Eleven o'clock, We can
do it They won't be stirring till dawn. But first
we must knock up a chemist to get the stuff/* He
stepped to the door. " Carson, both cars, please,
And a pick and a couple of spades. And I'd like a pair
of bellows, D'you think there are some in the
house."
" There's a pair in the kitchen, sir."
" Good,1' said Jonah. ** Well be along in five
minutes." He closed the door and surveyed us with
shining eyes. " And now I may say that we are going
to have some fun. Talk about locking the safe/'
Berry lay back on the bed and closed his eyes.
" Well, I wish you luck/' he said. " You can count
me out of this show. I don't believe in dragooning a
nest of wasps. If they'd wanted to dwell in the oak,
the presumption is they'd have done so : and to forcibly
remove thirty thousand armed and venomous swiae is
to my mind not so much tempting Providence as
twisting that deity's tail/'
" But they'll be anesthetized/' said Piers.
Berry sat up.
" 1 know," he said, " I know. Hence the bellows,
I daresay some will succumb. But they can't all be
built the same : and if only one per cent don't take—
well, if three hundred wasps get down to it, they can
make their influence fdt. No, ao. I don't mind
coming along, I'll wait somewhere near the saw-mill.
And if Auntie F^rm should follow, I'll tell him the
nature of your business. If he believes me, I'll bet he
turns round and goes back/'
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